Abnormal blood vessels of the prepyloric antrum in cirrhosis of the liver as a cause of chronic gastrointestinal bleeding.
Three elderly females presenting with iron deficiency anaemia and faecal loss of blood were found to have a macronodular cirrhosis of the liver and an unusual red spotty appearence of the prepyloric antral mucosa. One patient underwent antral resection and the surgical specimen revealed abnormalities of the (sub)mucosal blood vessels. Anaemia and occult faecal blood loss disappeared after operation. It is suggested that this type of antral vascular abnormality is aetiologically related to hepatic cirrhosis and may represent a gastric equivalent of cutaneous spider angiomata.